Pass The Buck

Materials needed: *Script #1 for each group member (page 2--you’ll need to make copies) and
*Script # 2 for only the facilitator(s) (pages 3, 4, & 5).

Opening prayer: (You can read this or have someone else read it.)

Divine Spirit, thank you for this beautiful day, this chance to start anew, and this chance to
accept your love and wisdom. I take time to recognize and embrace the unique creation that I am
and accept the responsibility of the great power that You have given me. I give thanks for this
power to be and expression of You and create my experiences. Thank you God, Amen.

Affirmation: (Read once and repeat twice.)
I am a unique and powerful creation of God.

1. Read Story of Creation from the Bodk of Genesis:

Hand out script #1 to each member of the group to look and read off of. You will need to
keep Script #2 to read off the notes and questions. You can read the story out loud as a group or
pick four people to read each part—God, the serpent, Adam, and Eve.

Work on it a little bit and then do the play if the spirit strikes or you can either just read it
and ham it up that way. Read the story all the way through this time, without reading the
comments or questions.

2. Dissect the sory:

Read the story through again and use the second script as your guide to stop at times to
comment or ask questions provided (in bold and italics). You of course should make your own
inquiries or comments at any time you deem appropriate. Encourage everyone to think about the
deeper meaning of the story and participate in the conversation.

(Note that this story has been edited a little for easier reading.)

Clogng prayer: (You can read this or ask someone else to read it.)

Dear Mother/Father God, thank you for this unique opportunity to share and learn and grow
together. As I look inside myself for Truth, I discover the connection I have with You and all of
your creations. As I look around in my world with love, I realize the harmony and give thanks for
the love and peace that sustains us all. Thank you God, Amen.
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SCRIPT #1-

Book of Genesis -
Chapter 2 -
15: The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to till it and keep it.

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may freely eat of every tree of
the garden but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that
you eat of it you shall die."

Chapter 3 -
1: Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the LORD God had made.

The serpent said to the woman, "Did God say, "You shall not eat of any tree of the
garden'?"

And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden but
God said, "You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither
shall you touch it, lest you die.""

But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die. For God knows that when you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she
also gave some to her husband, and he ate.

Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of
the garden.

But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?"

And he said, "I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself."

He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?"

The man said, "The woman whom thou gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree,
and I ate."

Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?"

The woman said, "The serpent beguiled me, and I ate."

And the Lord said to Adam “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."

To the woman he said, "I will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you
shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you."

And to Adam he said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, "You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground
because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring
forth to you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you
shall return."

Page 2



SCRIPT #2-

Book of Genesis -
Chapter 2 -
15: The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to till it and keep it.

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may freely eat of every tree of
the garden but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that
you eat of it you shall die."

Chapter 3 -
1: Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the LORD God had made.

The serpent said to the woman, "Did God say, "You shall not eat of any tree of the
garden'?"

And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden but
God said, “"You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither
shall you touch it, lest you die.""

But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die. For God knows that when you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she
also gave some to her husband, and he ate.

Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of
the garden.

But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?"

And he said, "I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself."

He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?"

**When God confronts Adam and asks “Who told you that you were naked.” Mention
to them that this is not just about good and evil; this is the birth of consciousness.

The fact that they did not know that they were naked before eating the fruit (Reread
that part about the fruit and point out that the bible never mentions what type of fruit it is
while many will tell you it says it was an apple) implies that they were not conscious of the fact
that they were naked.

Also note how quickly they were able to sew aprons from the fig leaves. Shame,
modesty, or embarrassment can make for a quick study in tailoring.

The man said, "The woman whom thou gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree,
and I ate."

**Note what he says. He does admit that he did it. But he quickly tells God that Eve

gave him the fruit and then he ate it. He makes sure that he does not have to accept full
responsibility for his behavior. He makes sure that Eve is labeled as the one who started it.
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SCRIPT #2 (continued) -

You could argue that he accepts no responsibility at all. If he were to accept responsibility he
would have just said — Yes, I ate it. The actions that got him to eat it would be irrelevant. So
what is he doing when he says this? He wants to pass the buck. Continue reading the story...

Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?"
The woman said, "The serpent beguiled me, and I ate."

**When God asks Eve this question what does she say? — Please repeat her line—*“The
woman said, ‘The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.’”’

Note what she says. She does the exact same thing only this time it is the serpent’s
fault. She does not fully accept responsibility of her actions either.

This is the first opportunity for a man and a woman to display responsibility but both
fail at doing so. While both say that they ate it they pass the buck; they pass themselves off as
victims of circumstances or deceit. Since the other gave it to them that they were not fully
culpable in this act. The first victim dialogue in the history of our species. It’s the woman’s
fault, it’s the serpent’s fault. It’s not really mine, it’s theirs.

Some might argue that Adam and Eve would do this because their consciousness was
so new to them. They did not know how to accept full responsibility for their actions. A pretty
good defense but what does that say about the compassion of God or the patience of God in
the Old Testament? You could counter that by saying he was very clear of the consequences
of eating the fruit. God believes that they have enough apparent intelligence (not
consciousness) to understand and do as he asks. What does that say about the omniscience
(all knowing) of God? Did God know that they would do this? Is this all part of God’s divine
plan for us?

It also implies that Adam and Eve had some degree of free will before they ate the fruit
since they knew what they should or should not do in this case. Continue reading the story -

And the Lord said to Adam “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."

To the woman he said, "I will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you
shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you."

And to Adam he said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, “You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground
because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring
forth to you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you
shall return."

**The creation story to some Christian traditions holds this story and all the others in
the bible as literally true and inerrant or without error. It is the written word of God and
should be followed as a sacred guide for living.

In Santee, California, there is a museum called the ICR Museum of Creation and
Earth History that depicts how the world was formed according to the story in the book of
Genesis. There are many more of them in the United States and around the world.
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SCRIPT #2 (continued) -

The actions of Eve have legitimized to some over the centuries why women should be
subservient to men. Why they should be less equal than men.

It is also a biblical argument for the denouncement of homosexuality. God made Adam
and Eve, not Adam and Steve.

Others view it as an allegory of how the earth and we came to be.

This is sometimes also called a myth. A story of how we came to loose our innocence.

How do you view this story? Is it literal, allegorical or mythical?

This is not just about the traditional birth of Good and Evil and/or consciousness, 1
think this is a story about maturity and accepting responsibility for your role in what you do
regardless of the circumstances. As long as it is someone else or thing that you use to deflect
your role, than you are not being mature and responsible for your actions.

Which though would have been better? Would it be better if Adam and Eve had not
eaten the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil?

Would it have been better to not have any consciousness and not notice if you or
anyone else was naked? Or better to have that type of awareness and be conscious of the body
and the emotions and ambivalence that the body sometimes brings like shame, vanity, lust,
jealousy etc. ?
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